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Sermon:            “Can You See the Picture?”     

Dedication of Offering          
   *Hymn -                         “Face to Face”               Page 549

   *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                
    *Extinguishing of candles


  * Postlude 
Worship Service: We welcome you today February 19, 2023; the Transfiguration of Our Lord Sunday!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

LAY READERS: Feb. 19 - Gerry Wiest; Feb. 26 - Carolyn Nye; Mar. 5 - Norine Goss; Mar. 12 - Ed Berra. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Feb. 19 - Marie Herb; Feb. 26 - Donna Novinger; Mar. 5 - Kenny Bechtel; Mar. 12- Sharon Fetterhoff. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

Beginning in March the Adult Sunday School class plans to begin studying “The Chosen” Season 1. Please see Sharon Fetterhoff or Marie Herb if you have questions. There is a signup sheet for those who are interested so we can have enough study guides for everyone to participate each week.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
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                              February 19, 2023
             Transfiguration of Our Lord Sunday
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin
February 19, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM
Transfiguration of Our Lord Sunday
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                      Sue Faust                      

L:  Behold the King of Glory waits.
P:  We will enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise.   
L:  It is good for us to be here
P:  Yes, for we would see Jesus, and behold his glory, the glory of the Father’s only Son.
L: Come! Let us worship the Almighty!
      *Hymn -    “Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens Adore Him”   Page 9     

*Invocation 
                                                                                  
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
God, you speak to us in so many ways, but we are not listening because we hear only what we want to hear and listen only to those voices with which we agree. You show yourself to us in so many people, but we do not see because in our eyes these persons do not appear to be worthy. Cure our deafness and heal our blindness, we pray, that we may behold the glory of your love and hear the voice that will direct us in the path that leads to your kingdom. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon 
   The Psalm: 99:1-9 (Responsive)                                  
 L: The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble; he sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth shake.
P: Great is the Lord in Zion; he is exalted over all the nations.
L: Let them praise your great and awesome name--he is holy.
P: The King is mighty, he loves justice--you have established equity; in Jacob you have done what is just and right.
L: Exalt the Lord our God; worship at his footstool. Holy is he!
P: Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel was among those who called on his name; they called on the Lord and he answered them.
L: He spoke to them from the pillar of cloud; they kept his statues and the decrees he gave them.
P: Lord our God, you answered them;
L: you were to Israel a forgiving God, though you punished their misdeeds.

P: Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his holy mountain, for the Lord our God is holy.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison)    
We believe in God whose greatness and glory are beyond our knowing: the creator of all life’s richness, bounty and variety. We believe in Jesus, the Image of the invisible God: he shows us the glory of the Father, and the love with which everything is made: he is the light of the world, always shining in the darkness. We believe in the Holy Spirit of God, the breath of life who renews and transforms; who startles us with glimpses of glory; who inspires our seeking and searching.  We believe in the God of glory. Amen
Hymn -                   “Abide With Me”                            Page 419           
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:  Matthew17:1-9  (Pg. 24 N. T. Pew Bible)       Gerry Wiest                            
    Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
 Congregation: Thanks be to God!
PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

    *Bonnie Bechtel; *Tom/Flo Mallonee; *Barbara Croutharmel, (had surgery); Ed Dobbin; Betty Lebo; Dennis Croutharmel; Diane Shaffer; Ed Berra; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Gary Miller; Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy;  Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Marissa Faust; Charlie/Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Emily Degnitz; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Ruth Boyer; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Susan Lazor;  Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Randy Byerly; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Ellen Snyder; Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Rick Miller; Stanley Moose, (Gary Miller’s friend); Logan Willier, (Carol/Gary Miller’s grandson); Pat Scheidler, (Carol Miller' friend); Tracey Knauss, (Ed Dobbin’s friend); Josephine Stoneroad, (Carol/Gary Miller’s neighbor); Nancy McElrath, (Car accident, hosp, Shelly McElrath’s mother-in-law); Brett Baker, (Gail Newman’s son)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. 
In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.

CHURCH CALENDAR
Feb. 19 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Feb. 22 - 7:00PM - Ash Wednesday service 

Feb. 26 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Mar.  1 - 11:30AM-1:00PM - Community Lenten Service at Valleys E.C.C.  (Host church will provide light lunch before 12:15PM service)
Mar.   5 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE will be held at Valleys on February 22nd at 7:00PM.
COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICES will be held at different churches on Wednesdays during the day throughout the Lenten Season and will begin on Wednesday March 1st. 
March 1st will be hosted at The Valleys E.C.C. Host church will provide a light lunch and fellowship at 11:30AM followed by Lenten Service at 12:15PM. An offering will be taken to benefit Halifax Ministerium programs. Everyone is invited to come for the lunch and Lent Service or just Lent Service. We will have a listing of services by next Sunday.
BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethseda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall (they will meet when no Dartball game is held at Valleys). 

GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE SURVEY: 
    The Pastoral Search Committee is seeking all Valleys ECC congregation members and attendees help to find the Valleys next pastor by filling out a survey. 

     Questions being asked are about who we are as a church, what we like about things in the church, things we might want to change, our expectations for the next pastor, and desired professional qualities of the next pastor. 

     These answers will help the search committee look for qualified candidates and make the decision that they have been elected to make. They will take all answers seriously and ask that you do the same.


Committee members will be available after church February 26th, March 5th, and March 12th to answer any questions related to the survey.

     The survey can be taken by a link online (please give an email address and it will be emailed to you) or by paper (please request a copy from Search Committee member). Bridget Campbell, Rachael Bryson, Madeline Pellman, Gary Fetterhoff, Jan Quinn, Dale Faust, Ed Dobbin are on the committee.

We know there are members and friends who are not attending church at this time but who are still connected to our services that do view services online or get weekly devotionals and bulletins and it is important to have your input with the survey also if you wish to participate. Please call the church if you wish to have a survey mailed to you.

      Because the Search Committee is trying to move quickly to develop a profile of the church, they ask that all surveys be completed by Sunday March 12, 2023. 
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                                               Weekly Devotional for February 19, 2023

Invocation:

O Lord our God we come today seeking your presence.  We come to worship and adore you, to hear your Word, to offer our gifts, to affirm our faith and to commit ourselves anew.  Transform us to Christ-likeness.  Let us leave this worship today renewed and a blessing to those around us.  In Christ we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Psalm 2 or Psalm 99, Matthew 17:1-9

Sermon:


“Can You See the Picture?”


Often in Bible Study, or Sunday School, or in just talking with a friend about our faith, there is almost always a sharing of our own experiences about how we experience God.  We live in a time when there is a tremendous hunger not primarily for spiritual knowledge, but for spiritual experience, where we encounter God immediately and directly.  You know the attitude that says, “God hit me on the head and let me know you’re around.”  “Perform some kind of miracle such as Jesus did before his disciples.”


That’s perhaps why this account of Jesus up on the mountaintop is so appealing to us.  For a moment the veil between heaven and earth are pulled back so the disciples could experience Christ with them in a new way.  It was on top of the mountain that through the transfiguration of Christ, God allowed the disciples, Peter, James, and John to see Jesus Christ in His true identity as the Son of God.


Matthew tells us that Jesus: “was transfigured before them, and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became white as light. . .”  this is a very interesting and symbolic description of who Christ really is . . For in the Gospel of John, Jesus describes Himself as “the light of the world . . .”   We know that in the natural world, light is necessary for the life and growth of plants, animals, and even human beings.  It’s also necessary for spiritual life and growth.  Many people refer to their spiritual knowledge and Christian journey by saying, “I have come to see the light” or “the light has shown upon me . .”   As to say, they no longer live in darkness – but they now live in the light of Christ . . .


It’s said that a picture is worth a thousand words.   As the disciples followed Jesus, He often spoke to them, teaching them lessons of life – giving them a picture.  Through His words, He gave them words of warning about the corrupt and phony religious leaders of their day and time.  He often gave them words about His true identity.  And on many occasions, He spoke words about His departure.  But words can only go so far.  It’s obvious that the disciples didn’t comprehend everything Jesus was telling them.  He knew that a picture was worth a thousand words.  That’s why He not only used words, but He used His hands.  


In the presence of His disciples, Jesus healed the sick, He gave sight to the blind, He made the dumb to speak, & the deaf to hear.  He fed the 5,000, he walked on the water.  He was painting pictures, beautiful, powerful pictures to say, “Don’t you see, I am the Son of God, I am Jesus the Christ.  I am the light of the world.  And I have come to bring sight to the blind.”


But even after all of this, Christ knew that His disciples couldn’t fully understand His message.  He knew that they needed another sign, another picture.  So Jesus took His inner circle of the disciples on a little retreat to the top of the mountain where there would be very little talking – but Jesus will paint one very powerful picture.


I get goose bumps just thinking about it.  On the mountaintop, God reveals His ultimate Word, what John describes in his gospel as “the Word made flesh and dwelt among us.”  The truth of that Word is revealed to these three disciples.  The three who would become the anchors of the early church.  


The picture that was painted for them showed the full glory of heaven through Jesus the Son.  For Jesus was revealed as the light of the world.  His face lit up like the light of the sun.  His clothes turned white as snow and then suddenly, there standing with Jesus was Moses and Elijah – Moses the great OT giver of the Law and Elijah the greatest of all prophets.  Together – the law and the Prophets.


If you read ahead to Matthew 22:40, you’ll see that phrase . . “The Law and the Prophets.”   It was the common way that the Jews referred to the OT – Can you see the connection?  Can you understand the significance of this trinity – Moses, Elijah, & Jesus?  Here we have the Law & the Prophets standing there talking to Jesus – the one who came to fulfill the law and the One who fulfills the words of the prophets.  The picture painted for the disciples is the One who has come to fulfill the promises of the scripture.


And as if that was not enough – a cloud from heaven comes and from that cloud, God Himself speaks saying, “This is my son, the beloved; with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”


This was just too much for the disciples.  They couldn’t believe what they were seeing, but when they heard the voice speak from heaven, the Bible says, “they fell to the ground and were overcome with fear.”  Do you blame them?   I think we would have been overcome with fear also.  


Just imagine, if you can, what would happen if God showed Himself to us this morning.  Imagine coming into the sanctuary, greeting each other and then quietly praying for God’s presence.  And then suddenly, in the middle of the service, out of nowhere, comes the great bright light – a blinding light that fills the whole sanctuary.  All you can see is this great, bright, shining light.  And then, out of nowhere you hear this powerful voice speaking to you.  What would you do?  What would you do if God really showed up at the Valleys?  Can’t you see Him?  Can’t you hear Him?  Can’t you feel Him touching you?  God is here!  


But like the disciples we need a picture.  So, I’ll try to paint a picture for you.  Before God’s Church can see the glory of Christ, we have to experience and understand the meaning of His glory.  We have to see Him for who He really is.  We have to see Him with our own eyes and know in our hearts that He is the Son of God.  He is the one who has come to fulfill the law and to fulfill the words of the prophets and the scripture.  He is the word made flesh.  And He has come so that we may have life, and life more abundant.


What we have before us is the Holy Powerful Picture of the real love of God made known in Jesus.  Watch what the Holy Christ does in our lives.  He reaches down and touches us.


Look at our scripture verse 6, when the disciples realized what they were seeing and hearing, when the true picture of the Holy Christ was revealed to them, the Bible says, “they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. . . But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “get up and do not be afraid . . .”   Jesus touched them.  Researchers today believe that our sense of touch is important.   They suggest touching and hugging as a form of therapy, which appears to give us health and well-being.


I don’t know if Jesus actually hugged the disciples, but the Greek word for touch means an intimate feeling – it also means to light, to kindle, and to heal.  So when the disciples were touched by Jesus, their hearts and souls were kindled with the light of Christ.  They were healed.  Their fears were removed and they would rise with confidence.


Someone who has been touched by Jesus is never the same.  Once touched by the Jesus, we are healed and our lives are changed and that allows us to have an intimate relationship with Christ.  Every time Christ reaches down and touches us, in a sense, he is transfiguring us – from what we are, to what He would have us to be.

Transfigured means to change – When we are touched by Christ, His touch changes us.  And as we are changed, He sends us out into the world to touch others in his name.

Can you see the picture?  But there is something else you need to see this morning . . . 

Not only is Jesus Christ the Word made flesh – not only is He the Son of God – Not only is He the Holy master of our lives – HE IS OUR FRIEND.  When He reached down and touched the disciples, verse 8 says that when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.  I think this is a picture of friendship.


He helps them to their feet and together they head back down the mountain.  They had walked up the mountain as friends and now they walk down as friends – except – as they walked down the mountain, the disciples knew the truth – they knew that this personal friend was the Messiah, they knew He was God, the almighty God.


It’s the picture of truth.  Jesus said in John 15:15, “No longer do I call you servants, but I call you friends.”  Friends, what a friend we have in Jesus.  Not only is He holy – He is personal.  He knows us and He wants us to know Him.  Can you see this picture?  It’s yours to claim and to behold.  Grasp and claim it.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:

Most glorious God, we praise you and thank you for sending Jesus into the world, for the work of salvation won on our behalf.

O God, we want our lives to reflect our identity in Christ.  We want our lips to be a beacon of grace to others.  We want to use our words to encourage and to build up others.  We want to use our voices to worship and praise your Great name.  We want to use our words to bless and to speak the truth.  We want so much to be like Jesus.

We confess that often what we want and what we do are different.  We fall short of living lives that are worthy of your praise.  Please forgive us and help us to put these sins far from us.  Transform us by renewing our minds.  We want all that we say and do to bring glory to your name.  

We remember our brothers and sisters who need your healing, ______________.  We know that you are near and we pray that your children would know your nearness and comfort at this time.  We know that your grace is sufficient in any season of life.  So we pray that you would powerfully demonstrate your healing power in all circumstances of the lives of your children.  We pray these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . Our Father . . . Amen.

Benediction:

Go forth with great joy knowing that God goes with you; and the blessing of God the father, son, and Holy Spirit be yours.  Amen.
